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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev & the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies

Declaration of Academic Cooperation 

November 25, 2009 

Whereas as the Arava Institute has created an internationally recognized academic program on Kibbutz Ketura;

Based on a long-lasting partnership with Ben-Gurion University;

And with the University’s commitment to enable the development of excellent academic environmental programs at the Arava Institute.

The academic programs of the Arava Institute will be under the auspices of Ben-Gurion University, as approved in the agreement signed by both institutions on this day, November 25, 2009.

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev (BGU) and the Arava Institute for Environmental Studies (AIES) together have identified the following shared objectives:

· To promote academic excellence in the south of Israel

· To continue to develop courses offered at the Arava Institute in the field of Environmental Studies and approve them for credit towards a bachelor’s degree

· To continue the joint master’s program in Desert Studies and initiate an additional master’s track in Renewable Energy at the Sede Boqer campus

· To appoint an academic liaison from the Department of Geography and Environmental Development to serve as the link between the two institutions

· To evaluate and approve AIES faculty members and, in accordance with the standards of BGU, move these faculty into a tenure track

· To strengthen the connection between the Arava Institute and the  BGU Eilat campus

· To offer students from Israel, the Middle East and all over the world an opportunity to study in a Ben Gurion University affiliated undergraduate and graduate environmental studies program. 

This is a five year agreement with the option of an additional five years, contingent on the agreement of all sides.

Both institutions agree to mutual recognition and acknowledgement of the contribution and commitment of the partner institution. This will include use of each institution’s logo on all appropriate documents, publications and website pages.

We, the undersigned, agree to all these conditions
	David Lehrer

Executive Director

The Arava Institute for Environmental Studies


	
	
	Professor Jimmy Weinblatt

Rector

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
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